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<Introduction>
John Locke’s ‘empiricism’, which is one of the most representative thoughts of Enlightenment, has contributed to the development of many theories since its foundation during the 17th century. John Locke’s theory of empiricism was developed based on the challenging view on Descartes and continuously influenced later thinkers. Also, it enabled the progress of pioneer views on toleration and suggested views on government that would support later thinkers.
This report plan suggests the essential research findings that would be elaborated thoroughly further in the long essay regarding empiricism. The main topics that would be discussed are as follows: detailed explanation on empiricism, the social and cultural background of empiricism’s occurrence, the influence and the development of empiricism, the relativity with the current theories, strengths and weaknesses of empiricism.
<Empiricism of John Locke>
Empiricism is the theory that demonstrates experience is the only source of justifying our claims about the world, so that empiricists have a range of views examining the character of experience, the meanings of our cognition about the entities which cannot be observed, the feature and the nature of experiential affirmation, and the likelihood of non-empirical justification for some further class of claims, such as the cognitions which are acquired on the basis of linguistics or logical rules. Due to the ultimate principle of their position, empiricists would acknowledge that we have knowledge regardless of experience only where what is known not through the objective fact about the world, but things that are understood by conceptualizing and describing things.
<Early Empiricism in the Great Britain>
The debate over the existence of “innate ideas”, which was the biggest debate topic during the between the Continental rationalists and the British empiricists during the 17th century to the late 18th century, triggered the thorough development of empiricism. During that period, Descartes’ rationalism was the most dominant theory prevailing Europe, which supported the idea that the “innate ideas” exist. In the late 17th century, John Locke wrote in his assay regarding Human Understanding which was written in 1689 that the only knowledge humans can acquire is a posterior – based on experience. The most famous attribute of John Locke with holding the position that the human mind is a tabula rasa, in Locke’s words “white paper”, on which the experiences are derived from sense impressions as an each individual’s life proceeds are written. Awareness and reflection, the two sources of our ideas have a distinction that is made between simple and complex ideas. According to Locke, our knowledge toward things around us is an observation of ideas that are in accordance or discordance with each other, which is very dissimilar from the detection for assurance of Descartes.
<Influence and Implication>
During the late 19th and early 20th century quite a few types of pragmatic theory were developed. The concepts of pragmatism, in its diverse forms, developed essentially from discussions that occurred during the 1870s. With the name of “pragmatism”, the perspective incorporated the principle insights of experience-based and concept-based notions.
Around the beginning of the 20th century, William James (1842–1910) used the term "radical empiricism" to explain an subsidiary of his theory of pragmatism, which he argued could be regarded as disjointedly from his pragmatism. James maintained that the empirically observed "directly detained universe, requires no unconnected trans-empirical connective support", by which he intended to rule out the insight that there can be any value added by seeking paranormal clarifications for ordinary phenomena. James's "essential empiricism" is thus not fundamental in terms of the term "empiricism", but is alternatively consistent with the modern use of the word "empirical". 
<Criticism on Locke’s Arguments>
Both the empiricist and the realist are committed to the project of giving a philosophical analysis of the aim of science; however, it can be said that there is something wrong with the project. Realists and empiricists are misguided in presuming that science has a distinct essence acquiescent to philosophical assessment. There is nothing in scientific exercise that needs our possession of a theoretical hypothesis of the point of science, and nothing in the liberations of scientific enquiry yields an answer to whether empiricism or realism is accurate. As an option, it can be advocated that the ordinary ontological approach, according to which we permit science to ‘speak for itself’, and abstain from attempting to build a notion of reality that goes beyond that ‘already in use in science.’ Of course both realists and empiricists take themselves to be articulating precisely that the idea of truth that is already in use in science; here, the contention is that they do not have any unbiased or neutral standpoint from which to pass decision on what science involves.
<Annotated Bibliography>

Jennifer Nagel, Empiricism, http://www.erin.utoronto.ca/~jnagel/emp.htm, viewed on 5th April 2010 
The article written by Jennifer Nagel demonstrates the definition of empiricism, with the early modern background which comes to the early twentieth century background. With the discussion of empiricism, the demonstration on positivism, the author also suggests the sceptical view toward empiricism. Her examination on empiricism is quite a bit focused on the historical development of the theory, from the beginning of empiricism until its transformation into pragmatism in modern period. This article can be utilized as a useful source for discussing empiricism and writing a report plan for discussing empiricism, since it contains detailed information on empiricism with its historical development. 
Sampson, Anthony, 1996, ‘The crisis at the heart of our media’, British Journalism Review, 7(3), 42-51.

The article examines the impact of media on society. He explains the fading of important news are biased, and they are being replaced by readers’ interest stories such as what has happened in daily life, sex scandals and celebrity gossip. As an example, he justifies that Murdoch has detached British’s taboo society by using his media empire, illustrating the obsession with sex on page three of the Sun. Along with previous source on how Murdoch can manipulate mass’s opinions, this article will help to give examples on how the News Corp is putting a nation’s culture in danger. This article can be used for explaining the impact of experience toward our recognition of the world, by demonstrating the impact of media on society. This article can suggest a current realistic view toward pragmatism.
